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House of Representatives

The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Thursday, June 4, 2020, at 10 a.m.

The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable SHEL-
LEY MOORE CAPITO, a Senator from the
State of West Virginia.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Eternal God, ruler of the universe, we
rejoice because You are near. Lord, we
are grateful we belong to You, and You
desire us to call You our Father in
good and bad times. We can face any
calamity with the knowledge that
nothing can separate us from Your
love. Death and life can’t. Our fears for
today and our worries about tomorrow
can’t. Whether we are high above the
clouds or in the deepest ocean, nothing
in all creation can separate us from
You. May this knowledge of Your abid-
ing and indestructible love inspire our
Senators to trust You with all their
hearts and depend upon Your wisdom.

We pray in Your awesome Name.
Amen.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge

of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
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to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. GRASSLEY).

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the following letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, June 3, 2020.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable SHELLEY MOORE CAP-
ITO, a Senator from the State of West Vir-
ginia, to perform the duties of the Chair.

CHUCK GRASSLEY,
President pro tempore.

Mrs. CAPITO thereupon assumed the

Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

BUSINESS BEFORE THE SENATE

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
our Nation is caught within a number
of grave problems at the same time.

This week, in cities all across Amer-
ica, the pain of racial injustice has
been compounded by violent riots that
have drowned out peaceful protests and
hurt innocent people. Millions of work-
ing families continue to face the his-
toric economic fallout from the
coronavirus pandemic, including unem-
ployment levels not seen in decades,
and, lest we forget, the actual pan-
demic itself is still with us. The virus
continues to claim hundreds of Amer-
ican lives every day, challenge

healthcare professionals, and paralyze
schools, universities, and employers
that are eager to reopen. Of course,
there is also the important business we
would have needed to have addressed
even before the pandemic.

So, for all of these reasons and more,
while the Democratic House of Rep-
resentatives may be absent—with no
plans to return for weeks and weeks—
the U.S. Senate is here and working for
the American people.

This week, we are filling more crit-
ical vacancies throughout our govern-
ment. Yesterday, we confirmed the
Special Inspector General for Pan-
demic Response. This is a brandnew po-
sition born of immediate necessity and
goals shared by Members of both par-
ties. Yet, though our Democratic col-
leagues said for weeks that CARES Act
oversight was a top priority, our col-
leagues chose to delay this nomination
for as long as possible. When the rubber
met the road, yet again, picking small
fights with President Trump took prec-
edence over urgent work for the com-
mon good.

At the same time, we also hear from
the very same Democratic colleagues
that they wish the Senate would spend
less time on nominations. Well, the
good news is that the Senate Demo-
crats can change that whenever they
want, but as long as they continue to
visit delays and obstruction on even
these lower level executive branch ap-
pointments, just for the sake of irri-
tating the White House, the Senate
will continue to do our job the hard
way.

Of course, in the weeks ahead, we
will also tackle significant legislation
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